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INTRODUCTION
My good people of Nigeria,

The hardship and despair across the land in the midst of the abundant God-given endowments of this great nation are understandable reactions to directionless leadership.

For me, the quest to provide leadership at the highest level can only be worth its while when we can effectively replace the hopelessness, despair and despondency of today with hope and assurance that the failures of our past would challenge our creative instinct to re-direct the developmental pulse of the nation towards a progressive path.

In offering myself to the good people of Nigeria for this pursuit, I rely on my firm commitment to provide the leadership needed in unison with other Nigerians. It is worrisome to think that things cannot be made to work.

If some of us have made things work at the micro level of government with limited resources, such successes can be replicated at the macro (National) level.

We must be operating from a background of clear vision about the bolt and knots of re-inventing the country, such vision must be supported by the requisite political will and capacity to enlist the support and confidence of the masses of the country to make a difference.

We have groped in the dark enough and the people subjected to untold deprivations, no excuse can be accepted again because it is against the run of logic and reality for a house to be foundation level for fifty seven years and we claim all is well.

What we offer in our programme of action is a covenant between the government and the people on which we would submit ourselves to judgment and evaluation based on our time table set for result.

My agenda will be hinged on four cardinal goals.
· Consolidation of democracy as a veritable means of entrenching a virile and stable political order.
· Economic reconstruction and restructuring through sustainable and pragmatic reform initiatives that are all-inclusive and cater for the interest of all.
· Promotion of national unity through social harmony and solidarity.
· Bridging the gap between the government and the people by insisting on openness, accountability, responsiveness, fairness, justice and upholding the rule of law.
Our Vision of Prosperity:
The invitation to prosperity which we present to Nigeria is a promissory note for proactive steps to confront the myth of inertia in government. We have long been enslaved by a psyche of insurmountability of problems that stand on the path to providing Nigerians the dividends of democracy.
Driven by frustration in the general downward trend in most spheres of our lives, the majority of our countrymen have begun to express doubts about the future of our dear country and the promise which it holds for all of us.
I am determined to replace doubt with optimism. We are stepping forward with a promise to renew hope in the Nigerian dream through the articulation and pursuit of a new vision of a great Nigeria.
Our vision is that of a land full of opportunities for all. Not for a selective privileged few. We realize that our country boast of abundant natural and human resources minerals, forest and land resources highly skilled manpower, an extremely enterprising populace, a proud heritage and collective will to cast away the jinx of underdevelopment and poverty. Our mission is to muster the political will and convert these assets into prosperity for ALL our people in the shortest possible time.
Our vision of the Nigerian economy is one which our first recourse shall be to the creative genius of our people for the production of the goods and services which we do not have but which we need while relying on the rest of the world for those things which we do not have but which we need to attain development in the shortest possible time.
Through a reduction of our fetish attachment to "foreign exchange", we shall attain a realistic and stable exchange rate for the Naira within some months of piloting the affairs. Our vision is that of a land in which we shall rediscover and place emphasis on time honored values of hard work, respect for decency, belief, honesty, accountability on the part of those who hold public offices, fair return for investment etc.
We realize that vices such as drug-trafficking, hooliganism  and official corruption which currently plague our society stem from economic frustration and a perverted value system. Our people must return once again to the path of rectitude because we want to challenge them to work harder to create a land that our children can be proud of, not one that is the laughing stock of the international community.
In our new society, justice shall no longer be domiciled in the courts alone but shall become part of the creed of everyday. Social justice will cease to be a rhetorical propaganda issue but shall become part of the reflex of those in authority. In our hands, power will not be an instrument for the oppression of the weak but a sacred trust for the protection of the weak and underprivileged and the ennobling of the Nigerian people.
We are committed to the promotion of the rule of law through the operation of an unfettered and well-remunerated judiciary, strict adherence to the rule of law and not the arbitrary rule of individuals and the observance of all the freedoms to which the best traditions of liberal democracy entitles our people. We stand committed to these principles because we realize that only in a free state can our people rise above their present hopelessness and inertia, and begin the job of recreating our society. Under our Party controlled Federal Government, ACCOUNTABILITY shall be the watchword of government and those who shall hold public office will do so as a sacred trust on behalf of the Nigeria people. We shall not only strengthen the institutions that ensure public accountability, the press, the judiciary, the police, EFCC, ICPC, the Public Complaints Commission and Code of Conduct Bureau, but will embolden the ordinary people to become watchdogs of the life-style and dealings of those in authority since the people are the ultimate source of power in a democracy. Those who will serve in our administration must accept the imperative that public office entails sacrifice and transparent honesty, accountability and total submission to the will of the people. We are determined to imbibe our people with the VISION which will equip us all to work together to turn our present adversity into prosperity and make the vision of a truly great Nigeria attainable in our lifetime.

What Are The Realities Today?
The past and the present provide the reason for us to embark on a race to bring hope to our people. The lot of the Nigerian in today's world is characterized by one word: "Despair". It stares us in the face in all facets of our lives.

A Sick Economy:
The economy most Nigerians agree is in desperate need of the healing hands of a tested manager of men and resources. The Naira is in a sorry state, having depreciated in value over the last few years. The prices of both imported and locally produced essential goods have gone beyond the reach of the vast majority of our people, while our industries cannot produce at anything close to full capacity. With exchange rates and inflation wildly fluctuating, no form of planning is possible for the public or for investors and businessmen. We must rescue the economy quickly or risk the total collapse of the nation itself.

Dilapidated Health Facilities:
Our hospital infrastructure has broken down. In public hospitals, essential drugs are mostly out of stock. Our experienced medical personnel have migrated to greener pastures, while the delivery of healthcare by private health institutions is hardly subject to any standards. The poor have little hope of receiving adequate medical attention when they fall sick. We cannot build a prosperous nation if majority of our populace are sick and uncared for.

Our Educational System Is Collapsing:
All over the country, all levels of education are in distress. Teachers’ salaries are unpaid, delayed or grossly inadequate given the vital nature of their job and the cost of goods and services. It is now difficult to tell when some of our universities are in session. Even then, teaching and research facilities in our tertiary institutions have degenerated to a very low level, thus calling to question the quality of the products of these institutions. But we must place greater policy and fiscal emphasis on primary and secondary education for these comprises the bedrock of educational excellence.

The Threat of Homelessness:
In our major urban areas, housing, especially for the poor and the working class, has become a scarce commodity.

Increasingly, homelessness, which in most of our cultures is an abomination, has become the lot of an increasing number of our citizens because new houses for the poor are not being built while rents on existing housing stock can hardly be afforded by the poor and the average worker.

Costly and Inadequate Transportation:
In our major urban areas, mobility from one point to another has become almost impossible because the cost of transportation has jumped beyond the reach of the common man's pocket, while existing stock of vehicles cannot be maintained because of unaffordable prices of spare parts. Both commuters and transporters are caught in one vicious cycle with no one knowing where the blame lies and when the suffering will end. This cannot continue forever.

Rising Unemployment:
In nearly every family the folds of the unemployed continues to rise by the day as our schools and colleges turn out youths for whom there are simply no jobs. With unemployment, the specter of crime and youth unrest rises to the detriment of law and order. If the youths are poorly planned for, then the future of the country is bleak.

Hunger and Starvation:
In a land that is blessed with vast resources of arable land, hunger stares the majority in the face. Some have been driven by desperation to begin to forage for remnants in refuse heaps. Others driven by the astronomical increase in the prices of essentials and staples skip meals and deny meals to even children.

We need to act now to ensure that future generations of Nigerians do not live off refuse heaps, neither would their woes remain in perpetuity.

Gulf Between Affluence And Penury:
The gap between the rich and the poor has developed into a chasm. Today, it is either that you are rich or you are in the hell of poverty. There is hardly any intervening zone. Some of the little symbols that marked out the middle class as a buffer zone have since disappeared. We must reduce this gap by ensuring that wealth is invested by those who possess it in productive ventures so that the majority can find jobs and rise to enjoy the benefits of their labour by creating further wealth. The gap between the poor and the rich must be bridged if we must run the system on basis of fairness and justice.

Safety of Life and Property:
Our streets and highways, both in the day and at night, are seldom safe because of the recurrence of violent crimes like armed robbery and hooliganism both organized and spontaneous. The police and other law enforcement agencies are willing and able to deal with the situation but often lack the equipment, motivation and incentives to perform the job for which they have been trained.

In the process, both our nationals and foreigners in our midst are held hostage by fear of criminals. This should not, cannot and will not continue. The welfare package for the police must be consistent with the level of risk exposure they experience. The incidences of threat to embark on strike are a national embarrassment and must be checked before it gains acceptance as an operational creed.

Embarrassing Public Utilities:
Our public utilities can hardly deliver the services for which they increase tariffs by the day. The story is the same with power supply as it is with telephones and postal services; erratic and unreliable services. Both private living and business activities can hardly rely on our public utilities for normal operations hence the heavy expenditure on alternative utilities: generators, boreholes, water tankers, radio communications and alternative mail delivery systems. Imagine the heavy loss to the economy and what could be saved if our public utilities were made to work efficiently. No society carries on this way indefinitely. We must reconstruct our public utilities to make life easier for our citizens and facilitate business operations.

Programmes & Policies:
Style of Government
The problems in governance are to a greater extent blamable on human factor. A great deal of social apathy and political cynicism that has been characteristic of our polity is the result of the quality and style of leadership we have had over the last thirty years or so.

As a matter of deliberate policy, our government will place great emphasis on the quality and style of leadership with a view to restoring the confidence of our people. Towards this end, our government shall adopt accountability as a sacred creed of governance by ensuring that public officers regularly and routinely inform the public of major policy decisions. Accordingly, public officials shall take full responsibility for their actions and utterances and must be prepared at all times to answer to the public on such actions and utterances.

We shall lead by transparent example since that is the only way in which our people can be inspired to follow. And the examples we shall set will be those that emphasize modesty, frugal consumption, honesty and closeness to the people. We will make sure that our government will cease to be the champion of ostentatious and conspicuous consumption through the adoption of deliberate cost-cutting measures and a modest profile that befits our economic circumstances.

CHAPTER 1
THE ECONOMY
"Our resolve to step up the fight against corruption and financial misallocation and enthrone transparency and accountability is irreversible".
...Orji Uzor Kalu
T

he total reconstruction of the national economy is the focal point of our programme. The cardinal objective in this regard is to ERADICATE POVERTY among our populace within the life span of this generation of Nigerians. But we shall lay the basic framework and turn the economy around in the direction of recovery and positive growth within the first six months of our tenure in office.

We realize that this is not going to be easy but we have undertaken a comprehensive study of the problems of the economy and mapped out an appropriate set of measures and strategies towards attaining the goal of economic reconstruction.

Our economic programme is predicated on the realization that the character and problems of the Nigerian economy are unique in nature and therefore defy the application of existing models and conventional approaches.

We would look at all reform packages as it is presently conceived and all progressive documents and identify areas of synergy for better economic policies.

1.1 INFLATION
Money Supply:
The volume of money in circulation at any given point must be accurately determined to ensure steady growth and balanced economy.

We shall embark on actions that will facilitate the accurate determination of the volume of money in circulation to enhance its management.

We shall also strive to minimize the level of our cash economy in order to enhance the direction of the financial resources into the system and to make monetary policy more effective.

To this effect, our government shall license more community banks and also encourage commercial, mortgage banks and finance houses to establish rural branches for effective mobilization of financial resources.

Fiscal Discipline:
Fiscal policy involves government revenue and expenditure. Too much expenditure is as bad to economy as too much revenue, particularly when such revenue is sourced from taxes.

We shall ensure that we do not undertake any form of reckless expenditure to the detriment of fiscal discipline and stability.

As the saying goes, you don't generate revenue by taxing "empty pockets". Our emphasis shall be to create the environment that will promote economic and commercial activities with moderate taxes. Our overall expenditure behaviour shall be disciplined and effectively controlled.

Price and Income Policies:
Income policies shall be designed to reflect prices and to ensure price stability. "Consumer price index" method shall be adopted to minimize the adverse effect of inflation. In otherwords, the era of fixing incomes arbitrarily without due consideration to the relevant effects on production, consumption and prices shall be over.

1.2 EXCHANGE RATE 

Macro Policy:
Our government shall adopt a policy of "managed floating exchange rate" to enhance the value of our national currency. We cannot leave our currency to the mercy of the so-called forces of supply and demand. Such forces must be managed to correct short-term distortions and to ensure the realization of long-term objectives.

Internationalization of the Economy:
As a further measure to improve the supply of foreign exchange resources, the economy shall be fully internationalized, particularly the capital and money markets.

The enabling environment shall be created for regular and adequate inflow of foreign investments.

Foreigners shall be encouraged to purchase the financial

assets denominated in convertible currencies and to remit their profits without any operational or bureaucratic hindrance.

Off-shore Business Centres:
Practical effort shall be made towards the establishment of "Off-shore Business Centres" in Nigeria to further promote foreign investments in the economy. When established, the centres would meet the requirements of foreign investors through various fiscal incentives, such as exemptions from withholding tax, exemption from exchange control and exemption from general earnings.

The activities of Off-shore Business Centres shall complement those of the export processing zone.

Several counties in the world, such as Singapore, Malta, Hong Kong, Bahamas, Bermuda, Mauritius and Cyprus already enjoy the benefits of off-shore business centres.

Banks' Monopoly:
The existing monopoly of foreign exchange market by banks shall be abolished. The market shall be encouraged to increase supply and promote healthy competition. Non- bank financial institutions, community and mortgage banks and corporate entities shall have direct access to the market.

Incentives on Earnings Capacity:
A policy that will encourage earning capacity of organizations and individuals shall be introduced. Underthe arrangement, foreign exchange shall be made available to individuals and organizations on the basis of their earning capacities. In other words, "the more you earn, the more you will have from the official markets."

Custom Clearing:
Experience has confirmed, in Indonesia as elsewhere, that a well-organized and efficient custom clearing system enhances the activities of commerce, and industry, and has direct impact on the national currency.

Serious efforts shall therefore be made to reorganize the custom and excise department to ensure maximum efficiency.

Repatriation of Foreign Exchange:
Appropriate policy measures shall be introduced to encourage Nigerians to repatriate their foreign exchange holdings voluntarily and without any harassment by government or its agencies. The aim is to improve public confidence on our financial system, economy and the nation.

Licensing of Foreign Financial Institutions:
As part of overall policy of promoting foreign investments, the government shall license branches/subsidiaries of foreign financial institutions, such as banks, insurance and fund managers. The aim is to promote capital inflow and to improve local skills in the finance industry.

1.3 INTEREST RATE 

Minimum Rediscount Rate:
The "Rediscount Rate" shall be reduced to a level that will facilitate borrowing by the business community. This is necessary to ensure a real economic recovery through increased capacity utilization, expansion of the existing industries and development of new enterprises.

Monthly Flat Interest:
The payment of interest on a monthly flat rate shall also be abolished. Like the upfront payments, the practice is destabilizing.

Re-Organization of Supervisory Agencies:
A comprehensive restructuring and reorganization of all major supervisory agencies shall be carried out. Such bodies include CBN, SEC, FMBN, and National Board for Community Banks etc.

The re-organization will include personnel restructuring, reduction of scope of responsibilities and administrative reformation.

Enlargement of the formal market:

To bring down the interest rate in the economy, we shall enlarge the formal market through the integration of the informal one.
Appropriate incentives shall be given to the Unit Trust Schemes to further enhance the effective mobilization of financial resources at the grass root level.

Similar measures shall be taken to modernize our traditional banking habits in forms of "credit unions". There shall be "licensed membership associations" whose financial resources shall be limited to voluntary contributions and shall grant loans to members at very minimum interest rates.

1.4 GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE
Economic Recovery:
Government expenditure shall be designed to stimulate economic recovery through disciplined fiscal behavior and intelligent consumption. Capital expenditures shall be related to strategic economic projects, particularly those relating to the primary industries and capable of stimulating downward integration.

Expenditure Targets:
All the capital outlays of government shall be tied to specific minimum targets within the defined economic parameters, such as employment opportunities and interest rate.

1.5 PRODUCTION 

Long term Lending:

Banks and Non-Bank financial Institutions shall be encouraged to provide long-term credit facilities to the manufacturing sector. Incentives to be provided shall include tax credit, foreign exchange resource, product purchase guarantee, minimum custom duties on capital g

oods and loan guarantee scheme.

Long-Term Saving:

Investors who save long shall be encouraged through series of fiscal incentives which may include the following:
· No withholding tax on deposit with minimum tenures of one year.
· Concessionary personal income tax for individuals. 
· Concessionary corporate tax for organizations.
· Special concessions on foreign exchange usage or a minimum amount of long-term deposit/savings.
· Tax exemptions on capital gains/dividends from unit trust scheme.
Incentives for Local Raw Material Development:
Industries shall be encouraged to undertake local development of raw materials. The incentives may include easy access to audit facilities, tax exemptions/shelter and market support.

Local Fabrication of Basic Tools and Machineries:
Experience has confirmed that if the financial resources that were placed at the disposal of government owned companies were made available to the private entrepreneurs through the Banking and finance industry, our Economy could have been much healthier than it is today.

Foreign Participation:
We shall maintain an open door economic policy that will generate mass movement of foreign investments in the area of production.

This shall be achieved through several measures which will include the following:

· Implementation of Export Processing Zone;

· Liberalization of visa and resident requirements for investors;

· Liberalization, opening and operation of foreign exchange accounts of potential foreign investors,

· Direct provision of land by government for industrial development purposes at a very concessionary rate for the first five years; tax credits on capital investments/manufacturing.

· The option of 100% foreign ownership of manufacturing outfits.

Development of Specialized Banks;
Government shall undertake the establishment of specialized banks for proper and adequate financing of commerce and industry. They may include the following:

(A) Transport Bank:
To finance general transport operations, including mass transit, road haulage and to serve as a wholesale bank for the industry.

(B) Maritime Bank:
To finance the development of shipping operations and the general maritime industry.

(C) Agricultural Bank:
To serve as Apex, licensing private agricultural development bank for the purpose of financing agriculture .

(D) Export Import Bank:
The existing bank shall be re-organized with the immediate establishment of zonal offices outside Lagos.

(E) Education Development Bank
To finance educational infrastructures, research and loans to students.

There cannot be any meaningful economic recovery without a higher level of production in our economy. In the recent past, we have drifted into a situation where there is very little real productive activity going on in the economy.

Unless we quickly shift from the present emphasis on speculation trading and services to greater emphasis on production both for export and for the domestic market.

In order to achieve this shift, we hope to institute definite policies:

· My government will institute fiscal incentives to encourage banking and non-banking financial institutions to lend for long-term production. 

· We shall use the exchange rate policy to encourage long-term investment through savings. Such investors will receive appropriate tax incentives. 

· We shall change the orientation of banks to more production-oriented activities. 

· Nigerians will be encouraged to buy Nigerian goods while entrepreneurs will be encouraged to be more production conscious.

· While incentives will be given to industries to encourage increased production, we shall emphasize key industries that derive raw materials locally will be considered on the basis of their capacity to generate employment and earn foreign exchange. 

· Key industries like steel and petro-chemicals will be accelerated through privatization and encouragement of foreign participation.

1.6 FOOD PRODUCTION AND AGRICULTURE
With our vast land resources, the present high cost of staples is inexcusable and can only be explained in terms of low agricultural production and lapse in food distribution and storage. To remedy this situation, we shall undertake a comprehensive overhaul of the nation's food production and food delivery system.

As a matter of urgency and top priority, youth skill development centre will be established in every local government area of the federation.

The aim of this program shall be to develop in our youths the relevant skills in areas of dire national need as auto mechanics, plumbing, carpentry, welding, air conditioning and refrigerating etc.

· The original spirit of the 6-3-3-4 system of education will be restored through the provision of simple but functional workshops that will train our children in functional and practical skills to complement their general literacy and numeracy.

· Deliberate effort will be made to develop entrepreneurs through financing of small scale enterprises. For this purpose, we shall use the agency organized to provide small business assistance for cottage industries, small scale agriculture, trade and commerce.

· The welfare of workers will be given top priority by ensuring that employers provide workers with transportation, housing, healthcare and other social welfare services that will enhance their real incomes.

Appropriate tax and other fiscal incentives will be given to employers of labour who provide these services to their employees.

1.7 TAXATION
We shall review the existing tax laws with a view tooptimizing government revenue. We shall ensure that the rich finance the poor through a system of progressive and equitable taxation on various items.

CHAPTER 2
EDUCATION
"We have no other business being in government than to serve the people honestly and transparently. Anything to the contrary negates the principle of openness of this administration".
...Orji UzorKalu
A

 survey of the crises in the educational system, from the primary to the tertiary levels, reveal funding as the most disturbing problem of the sector, followed by the absence of proper management and policy inconsistency.

For us, education is one of the fundamental obligations which we owe our children and the development processes we intend to put in place can only work if the people are educated. The educational foundation we laid in Abia State during my tenure as governor shall be extended to the 36 states of the federation. When I was governor, we prioritized education to other sectors.  We made education affordable to all citizens  by not only giving  free education to primary and secondary schools, we also subsidized tuition fees in Abia state University making it the most affordable in Nigeria. We made girl child education mandatory and neighbouring states were not excluded as beneficiaries. Today, Abia state is in the frontline for academic performance. We have practical understanding of how to attack educational problems and we shall not only reproduce our registered success in Abia education but also improve on it.

To this end, our submission is that primary education shall be tuition FREE and compulsory while secondary education in public schools shall be heavily subsidized.

2.1 Primary Education
The prescribed standards of course content and curriculum shall be maintained and improved upon throughout the federation.

Administration and management shall remain entirely that of the local government administration. A Primary Education Commission shall be created and to be administered by professional educationists, not politicians.

A specified percentage from the Federation Account, sufficient for the provision of basic infrastructure and regular payment of staff salaries and allowances, shall be allocated directly to the local governments. Parents' involvement shall be limited to the provision of uniforms, textbooks and other inputs.

2.2 Secondary Education

This shall remain under the control of State Government, with an increased revenue base to ensure prompt payment of salaries and fringe benefits.

There shall be an active involvement of the Parents/Teachers Associations (PTA) in the running of the schools and in providing a contingency fund for the proper upkeep of existing infrastructure and the provision of light study facilities. Private and voluntary agencies shall be encouraged to establish and run schools.

2.3 Tertiary Education
This is the most expensive to run and we shall also subsidize the tuition fees by 45%. Funding will not be left entirely to the government. Certain percentage of the net profit of all companies in Nigeria will be devoted to funding of higher education.

The policy of allowing private sector participation in the establishment of tertiary institutions may further lead to under-funding of the public tertiary institutions and this should be a challenge if the poor would be denied access to quality education.

Existing infrastructures in existing universities shall be adequately expanded to broaden the base for more intakes, rather than the establishment of new ones by government.

There shall be an immediate and full implementation of all existing agreements with government and the recommendations of all relevant review bodies some of which are caking with dust on the shelves of the ministries.

The question of university autonomy shall be revisited to ensure that the nation's citadels of learning are insulated from undue interference from the political forces and influence.

Efforts shall be made to encourage the endowment of awards, researches and chairs in the nation's universities, by corporate bodies, individuals and public spirited persons, to enhance the financial buoyancy of higher institutions. More specifically, universities shall be encouraged to source their revenue internally through aggressive consultancy services and to let a substantial proportion of the proceeds of such consultancy reflect in staff welfare and improved teaching facilities.

Finally, there shall be need for universities to cultivate efficient managerial culture, enhance their money generating capabilities, and improve the level of human relations within the system to ensure internal cohesion and also to mobilize both students and their lecturers to achieve the objectives of promoting the intellectual and cultural tradition of providing light and service to humanity. 

2.4 Technical Education
We recognize that part of the problem of our economy is the shortage of qualified technical manpower to service the productive potentials of the economy. If we must rapidly transform our economy, we will need to encourage technical education at all levels.

Our administration will pursue its policy through special scholarship schemes that benefit technical students.

CHAPTER 3
HEALTH
"In every democracy, power belongs to the people, and it is the people that decide the fate of any politician, political party and, even, government. And this is why we have vowed to respect the feelings of the people and carry them along in our programmes and policies, and serve them dutifully at all times."
...Orji Uzor Kalu.
H
ealth care services in the Country have deteriorated with great rapidity over the past decade or so. NAFDAC's operational achievements would be consolidated the more through provision of modern equipments, training and staffing. We must work to stamp out fake drugs as a means of ensuring effectiveness and efficiency of the health care delivery initiative.

The Teaching Hospitals, the once acclaimed centers of excellence, have been bogged down by obsolete equipment, brain drain, lack of essential drugs and ill- motivated staff. The general hospitals are indeed worse off. They have become mere consulting clinics which patients spend hours and sometimes, days, to get doctors' attention. The state of healthcare delivery is so deplorable that according to the Pharmaceutical Society of Nigeria (PSN) individuals are afraid to take ill, since ill-health requires a specialist care.

I strongly recognize that we cannot build a prosperous nation on a sick population. We shall build on the foundation of PRIMARY HEALTHCARE DELIVERY established, that is in existence by emphasizing on PREVENTION. The infrastructure for Primary Healthcare delivery will be reinforced and expanded while public enlightenment on health will be a major area of public information policy.

3.1 The National Health Insurance Scheme
In several developing societies, the most practical solution to healthcare delivery problem is an integrated national health insurance programme. In view of increasing activities of modern governments, it is unrealistic to leave the entire financial burden of health services to the state. Neither can employers of labour on their own, who are saddled with heavy overhead cost and who are also conscious of the need to maximize profits in order to remain in business afford to provide all the health needs of their employees. Nor can the worker, by himself, afford to tackle his health problem single-handedly.

That is why the National Health Insurance Scheme is adopted in such societies as Britain and the United States of America to reduce the enormous cost of Medicare for the citizenry. The health insurance scheme involves the harnessing of resources by government, employers of labour and workers, toward a common fund in which the rich 
are encouraged to pay more to alleviate the plight of the less fortunate and the less priviledge in our midst.

The health insurance scheme is practicable. We seem not to have given it the needed support base. The three levels of government, notable medical institutions and The Nigerian Employers Consultative Association (NECA) will be encouraged to coordinate committees to draw up a comprehensive programme of implementation which would allay the fears of workers.

Experimental tests would be carried out immediately with those who have contributed thus far to the scheme to arouse public interest and confidence.

An aggressive enlightenment programme should be introduced to educate and mobilize participants for the scheme.

We shall as a matter of urgency, provide initial infrastructure as well as funds for the immediate take off of the scheme.

The teaching hospitals - the centers of excellence - shall be returned to their former glory and status through a conscious policy of reinvigorating and motivat ng the staff, replacing obsolete equipment and injecting new blood into the managerial cadre. The unique role and importance of drugs in the health sector should be accorded due recognition. The Directorate of Pharmaceutical Services at federal level, first established twenty three years ago shall be resuscitated to link pharmacists properly to political heads in the Ministries of Health.

The Pharmaceutical Society of Nigeria (PSN) shall be sufficiently encouraged to collaborate effectively with the National Agency for Food and Drugs

Administration and Control (NAFDAC) to continue to monitor and arrest the growing and dangerous trends of faking, counterfeiting and adulteration of essential medical consumables, to curtail the heavy outlay of foreign exchange which our nationals expend on medical treatment overseas, we shall establish an ALL NIGERIA MEDICAL CENTRE (ANMC), an apex centre of excellence with facilities and personnel of the highest caliber. This centre shall provide first rate diagnostic and therapeutic services to our citizens. The National Hospital Abuja has not yet met with the facilities and staff standard we expect of ANMC.

What Is To Be Done?
The first task in medicine, as in public policy is to carry out an accurate diagnosis. Then we must move to the arena of prescription and concrete action. A viable efficient and affordable health care delivery system must be the product of a comprehensive plan, incorporating both short-term and long-term strategies and characterized by better funding, greater innovativeness and a decisive shift to primary health and curative medicine.

In the short-run, there are many things which we can and must do. We must begin with the more effective dissemination of basic hygiene and medical information, perhaps through mobile clinics, a public health corps and other auxiliary and extension workers, particularly to the rural areas and in our urban slums. In many cases, people do not know that their practices are unsanitary, even when cleaner and inexpensive alternative are readily available. And for lack of information, millions of our people perish. Hygiene education was once a major component of our primary school curriculum. We must immediately return to those days and make our children conscious of the relationship between their health and their daily practices.

There is no doubt that we need to commit a greater percentage of our national resources to health. The five percent of the budget recommended by the World Health Organization is only a minimum and we must have the courage to re-order our priorities and give substantially higher than five percent to this important sector. But we must be careful how that money is spent.

We must first take an inventory and audit what we already have on the ground and see what can be re-furbished and what must be thrown out, we cannot seriously think of buying more until we repair existing facilities.

Greater emphasis on primary health entails an effective drug distribution system, the return of dispensaries, especially in the rural areas and intensification of programmes aimed at reducing infant and maternal mortality. These are policies which can be implemented within the first few months of any administration. Longer-term strategies are those which seek to completely reappraise and overhaul the system of health-care delivery. Given the doctor citizen ratio in Nigeria today, we must accelerate the training of para-medical and auxiliary medical staff, as has been successfully done in Cuba, China, Russia and other nations. These people, who can be trained in less than 24 months, will be able to offer advanced first aid treatment to needy members of the public, in the absence of medical doctors.

The Chinese, for instance, realized long ago that, given deeply-held cultural practices, their large population, land mass and scarce resources, Western medicine would never fully meet their needs. To an extent which is indeed remarkable, they have successfully integrated the modern with the traditional, to the benefit of their people. For us, this has become an inescapable imperative, we have long tradition upon which to draw and it is a necessary complement of a viable primary health programme.

Primary health care must also be integrated into a more comprehensive social services programme. The health of our people is inextricably linked to the quality of water they drink and to the quality of refuse disposal available, to services which have always been of very low priority and low quality. Poor water and poor refuse disposal services mean that we are literally poisoning our people. 

CHAPTER 4
WOMEN
"Perhaps our nation may not be at war now, but the inter-ethnic hostilities, corruption, greed, wickedness, insecurity of life and property, thuggery and kidnappings ravaging our nation today are worse than war."
...Orji Uzor Kalu.
T

he population of women and their individual attainments through sheer hard work demands that recognition should be given to them as deserved and their ambitions should not be inhibited under genital discrimination.

The experiences of other nations show quite clearly that development is properly a partnership between all the men and all the women and that no enduring progress is possible or even desirable without free, full and unfettered participation of women. When we look at all the societies which are still backward and unprogressive, we notice that they are characterized by a common feature: women are still oppressed and marginalized and prevented, legally and culturally, from developing to the fullest extent of their abilities.

Our government will change all that. Our agenda for women is informed by two self-evident truths: women, as full-fledged citizens, are entitled to all the rights and privileges enshrined in our constitution, rights to which their male counterparts move forward unless it mobilizes and unleashes the full creative and entrepreneurial potentials of nearly half its population. Our policy towards women is therefore motivated by the mutually re-enforcing imperatives of equity and efficiency. Our government will immediately strengthen the Ministry of Women Affairs to be more focused in planning, articulating, implementing and monitoring all initiatives designed to more effectively integrate our women folk into the mainstream of our national life. We shall take a critical look at all laws in our statute books, with particular reference to inheritance, widowhood and taxation and immediately repeal cr radically amend them. In addition, we shall remove all economic, cultural and psychological obstacles to the educaion of women and we shall begin a programme of enlightenment to re-orient the attitudes and prejudices of the whole society towards girl child and women.

We are committed to gender equality of all Nigerians, regardless of their sex. There shall be equal pay for equal work in all spheres of the economy. Our  government  shall set the pace for such changes by appointing, on assumption of office, at least six women into the Cabinet.

4.1 National Policy On Women
These efforts, of course, could be crowned with the formulation of a National policy on women. A national policy is needed to address the disproportionate burden carried by women. Formulating a policy must be seen as one part of a process of achieving change in the situation of women through government action. Priorities have to be set. The policy must be specific about what has to be done, how to do it, the resources available, executing agencies, objectives and target dates.

4.2 Women's Programmes
Programmes to mobilize women at all levels, to build up their capacity and instill confidence in them have to be mounted at all times. The ones that are already established do not need to be scrapped; but the mechanism for monitoring and evaluating them must be devised. Indeed all women's programmes must be such that the women can see themselves not only as beneficiaries but active participants in conceiving, designing, executing and monitoring them. In devising these programmes certain areas need particular attention.

A: Income Generating Programmes:
To remove women from the poverty line. Apart from economic empowerment through the acquisition of entrepreneurial skills, emphasis should also be on managerial ability and the pooling together of resources. Formation of co-operative principles and objectives than appear to be the case now.

B: Programme for Education:
Both for adults and girl child  should continue to be mounted. With such high illiteracy rate among adults, this programme should command much attention. Adult literacy programme, indeed any education programme is an expensive undertaking necessitating the provision of teaching aids and well remunerated staff. Data on the situation of women's education in different parts of the country will determine the degree of emphasis in each part. 

C: Programmes on Health:
Should go along with these other programmes. Indeed at least two international agencies UNFPA and WHO have mounted tripartite programmes embracing health, education and income generation in different parts of the country.

D: Scope of Programme:
These programmes should not be limited to the rural areas but should also take care of women in the urban areas.

More fortunate women should also not be ignored particularly in capacity building so that they may take part in decision making along with the men at all levels.

There should be programmes for women in management, the professionals, women politicians etc.

CHAPTER 5

MEDIA POLICY
"No human wisdom or vision could have been sufficient to grapple with the enormity of the responsibilities we inherited. Our achievements are therefore divine."
...Orji Uzor Kalu.
T
he 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria provides that the mass media shall be free at all times to uphold the fundamental objectives enunciated in the constitution itself and to highlight the accountability of the government to the people. This provision flows from the recognition that a free press is indispensable to good government.

Accordingly, laws that are inconsistent with the mandate conferred on the press by the Constitution will be removed from the statute books, but without prejudice to the reputation and privacy of citizens and to the security of the nation. Since secrecy perpetuates bureaucratic error, government business will be conducted in a spirit of openness and the media will enjoy access to information not classified. The classification system will be reviewed to ensure that only highly sensitive material, unauthorized disclosure of which could undermine security, will be classified.

News is a form of knowledge and the mass media are a pivotal part of the consciousness industry. No special tax should be placed on the acquisition of knowledge. Nor should the operations of the media be governed by laws not generally applicable to other businesses.

Accordingly, material required for mass media operations will be treated as educational material and exemption from duties and tariffs. Laws constraining the operations of the media, such as those relating to licensing posting of bonds and sureties, etc, will be reviewed.

At the same time, to ensure that the review does not lead to a fall in standards, the Press Council will be well funded so that it can handle complaint against the press speedily and effectively.

The opening up of more 

electronic media to private ownership will continue apace. The regulatory agencies will be responsible for setting high ethical and professional standards.

Chapter 6

NATIONAL SECURITY
"No nation can survive if its citizens do not pray, because prayer is the force that moves the hand that rules the world."
...Orji UzorKalu.
T

he security of the citizen is the foundation of the security of the state from internal subversion and external aggression. For far too long, internal security policy has not been based on this fundamental truth. The rest has been that the citizens, especially in our cities and urban areas, live in deep insecurity and in mortal fear of armed robbers and Bokoharams who strike at will, in homes and on the streets, in broad daylight and in the dead of night many citizens have had to turn what would be pleasurable homes into fortresses, all in an effort to keep off robbers. But the more fortified the house, the more daring and desperate the robbers become.

In the face of all this, the citizen whose home is being attacked is helpless. And their neighbours, who are themselves just as vulnerable, are too scared to offer any help. The police, poorly equipped, poorly motivated and thinly dispersed, have not been able to check the menace of the robbers, who are often armed with superior weapons. Rarely, are the robbers caught. This is the situation that internal security policy must be designed to address, the basic problem being how to secure the person and property of the citizen. For without such security, the goal of internal security will prove illusory.

The possibility of arrest and prosecution is one of the more effective deterrents against crime. The greater this possibility, the greater its deterrent value. Therefore, the logical point of development toward ensuring the security of the person and the property of the citizen is an effective police organization, trained and equipped to fight crime and criminals. We shall complete the good job of the incumbent administration on Bokoharam. We will make sure that the North East is again occupied by the indigenes by wiping out the extremists who have unleashing terror on ordinary Nigerians. 

6.1 The Police
In our determination to guarantee the citizen an atmosphere of safety and security, the police force will be re-organized and modernized. The officers and men will be motivated and their self-esteem enhanced, so that they can discharge their duties with greater commitment, efficiency and public respect. Ideally in a federation, there should be a federal police force, to deal with crime across state boundaries and offences defined under the Constitution as federal crimes. Then there should be state police to take care of crime within the state. In the First Republic, we even had local government police. The institution was politicized and abused and was scrapped. But as we now move towards greater decentralization and greater devolution of powers to the States, the issue of a police force for each state will have to be given close study as a long term goal. Meanwhile, within the existing framework, the police force will have to be expanded and strengthened, so that it can be deployed more effectively. Our government will ensure:

· Better funding of the police force;

· Better pay for its men and women;

· Better welfare for their families;

· Better training facilities and operational equipment;

· Greater discipline, professionalism and integrity in the conduct of policemen.

We shall also evolve new strategies for the prevention of crimes and apprehension of criminals. It is common knowledge that at present, only few of our neighbourhoods are effectively patrolled. At best, visiting patrol teams merely drive through the neighbourhood, on visits that are few far between, and ineffective in fighting crime. With the expansion and strengthening of the police force, highly mobile patrol teams armed with reliable communication equipment will increasingly be stationed in the neighbourhoods long enough for them to know the areas and be known by residents. If, through residence or indigeneship they have a stake in the areas, their commitment will be better assured.

Furthermore, formation of forum for the community and the police to meet regularly and discuss security issues will be greatly encouraged.

We realize that violent crime is in part a product of social and economic conditions. Accordingly, public policy will be directed at improving these conditions, thus tackling crime at its root.

6.2 Customs And The Anti-smuggling Campaign
The smuggling of vital resources such as oil and agricultural produce across our borders threatens our internal security

and the economic well-being of Nigerians in at least four ways; First, it results in shortages at home. Second, this shortage in turn results in higher prices, rendering the goods affected more unaffordable and creating socio-economic tensions. Third, it robs the government of vital revenue. Fourth, it subverts local industry and could lead to significant unemployment.

The war on smuggling will be fought on two fronts:

· First, the customs service will be expanded, strengthened and modernized so that they can more effectively patrol the nation's borders and coastline.

· Second, producers will be assured good prices at home, thereby making smuggling less rewarding.

All in all, internal security is predicated on good and responsive government, one that enjoys the confidence and support of the broad masses of the people. Government business will be conducted at all times in a manner that can win and retain this support. 

CHAPTER 7

DEFENSE
"Our loyalty and homage go first to the people who elected us and we are desirous to serve them faithfully and honestly."
...Orji UzorKalu.
N

ational defense is the responsibility of every Nigerian citizen and under our government, the overriding defense objective of the Nigerian armed forces would be not only to ward off external aggressors but also to defend the Nigerian nation as a democracy.

Under our programme both defense and foreign policy will be rooted in the domestic priority which we shall accord the consolidation of democracy as our system of government. In the context of that priority, the specialized role of the armed forces shall be constantly recognized and every effort shall be made to insulate the servicemen from diversionary influences and preoccupations.

In addition to developing a deterrence capability to ward off external aggression, defense policy under our government will strive to give teeth to Nigeria's political responsibility as an agent of stability first in the West African sub-region and ultimately on a continental level. This will not, however, mean the adoption of a policy of belligerence but a responsible recognition on our part, of the reality that in the new world, the forces of instability are likely to get stronger especially in Africa, given the artificiality of our colonial boundaries. Each region of the world does need a power that can wield the necessary political influence to resolve conflicts through diplomatic and other means.

The maintenance of the most professional and mobile defense force in the African continent, regular rigorous and up-to-date training programmes to promote the highest level of professionalism among our armed force and ensure combat readiness at all times. The pursuit of a high level of self-sufficiency in wSZQeapons research, development and production.

Involvement in peace and stability operation in the West African sub-region, Africa and other regions of the world as the international situation may necessitate and as organization such as ECOWAS, the OAU and the United Nations may, from time to time, make imperative.

In pursuit of these objectives, we shall take the following concrete actions:

* 
Maintain the existing demographic configuration of the armed forces to ensure a manageable number that is however, highly motivated, properly equipped and highly mobile.

*
Intensify the re-education of the members of the armed forces to better understand their constitutional roles in a democracy.

*
Embark on an intensive programme of local development of weapons suited to our environment and defense needs by drawing from experiences of our nationals during the Nigerian civil war as well as collaboration between the armed forces and relevant private sector initiatives. We shall overhaul and diversify the operations of the Defense Industries Corporation in order to make it more efficient and result oriented by setting for it specific research and development targets and reorganizing its managerial structure in line with the best traditions of modern scientific business management.

We shall also encourage active collaboration between our armed forces and the private sector to invest in specific defense needs and for the maintenance of stability and peace in the West African sub-region. 

Our short-term goals should be to transform our armed force from a consumer of foreign weapons and doctrinal principles into a modern technologically oriented organization and yet authentically Nigerian organization; in the long term, we must integrate military production into the nation's overall industrial system.

Any civilization that cannot develop the equipment for defending itself cannot expect to be accorded full respect among nations.

Encourage military initiatives towards strengthening international confidence across the West Africa sub-region, particularly by organizing joint training programme and maneuvers and creating more vacancies for West Africa nationals in our military institutions.

Under the Gulf of Guinea Commission (GGC) platform, we will pursue a joint military training initiative partner with the USA and other technological advanced nations.

CHAPTER 8

TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATION
"Our unending desire is to offer selfless service to our people in order to lift them from state of hopelessness to hope, squalor and want to abundance and decent living, hate to love, division to oneness, and selfishness to altruism"
...Orji UzorKalu
O
ur government will build on the recognition of mass transit as one of the prerequisites for rapid socio​economic development and more effective nations integration, given our vast population, our vast land areas and the need for rapid geo-political integration of the Nigerian space as a unified market and united society, we recognize that we need to develop a modern transportation network that will enhance the mobility of our populace from one part to the other, from rural to urban areas and within our urban areas.

In this regard, our objective in the areas of transport and communication are as follows:

To promote economy and mobility within Nigeria as a means of accelerating economic development and social and political integration.

In pursuit of these objectives, we shall embark, soon after assuming office, upon the following programmes:

We shall rationalize the national road network in a manner as to link up food producing areas with major centers of food processing and consumption.

We shall double the total number of telephone and telegraphic lines in the country within the first 18 months in office and digitalize the entire national telephone and telegraphic network. Our long-term objective is to make telephone lines easily available to deserving Nigerians by increasing private participation in the rendering of telecommunications services without jeopardizing national security in the process.

We shall initiate and build proper rail based metro systems in our major zonal urban centres within the first four years of our urban masses of the yoke of ever rising transportation costs and the burden of road based mass transit and to facilitate economic development.

Accordingly, we shall embark on a programme of urban renewal, using the agency of the Urban Development Bank with a view to expanding the road network in major urban centres where congestion of existing roads has added to the misery of commuters. Cities like Lagos, Kano, Port Harcourt, Kaduna, Warri, Ibadan and Onitsha shall be the most immediate targets of this programme. We shall strengthen the infrastructure for domestic and international air travel by modernizing navigational aids at our various airports with a view to enhancing safety. The operations of private airlines will be strengthened through appropriate duty rebates on essential spare parts and appropriate tax incentives.

We recognize that a good percentage of our economically active population lives in riverine areas which are hardly accessible except by tortuous sea and creek lanes. We shall accord to the construction of canals and inland waterways the same priority that has been given to road and airport development. We must not only tap the resources in all areas of our country but also open up distant places to influences and developments from all parts of our country. 

CHAPTER 9

ENERGY
"We should shun corruption, graft and other social misdemeanours, which have eroded our social values and threatened our collective existence as a people"
...Orji UzorKalu.
T

he nation's rapid socio-economic development had resulted in an ever increasing demand for energy. Unfortunately, this rapidly increasing demand is yet to be satisfied by  the PHCN - an organization that emerged from the unplanned haphazard development of the energy sector.

Despite the efforts of PHCN and the nation's massive investment in energy, Nigeria regrettably does not have a

coherent, well-articulated energy policy. Consequently, the nation's over-dependency on oil as an energy resource has not led to an uninterrupted power supply. Our economic development is being hampered by irregular power supply.

Given our problems in the energy sector the twin objectives of our government shall be:

· Maximal complementary utilization of all the nation's abundant energy resources.

· The provision of efficient, reliable and uninterrupted power in urban and rural areas of the nation.

· To achieve the first objective the dominance of the energy sector by oil will be redressed. The abandonment and slow development of other energy sources which offer abundant energy with low environmental impact shall be reversed.

Alternative energy sources of great promises are: 

· Hydro-electric power 

· Nuclear energy 

· Coal

· Solar energy 

· Gas

Presently, these sources of energy are either neglected or under-exploited with adequate public and private investments and under the direction of the National Energy Commission. These sources together with oil will be made to satisfy the nation's growing energy requirements beyond the end of the next century.

The attainment of the second objective of our energy policy will require the re-organization and revitalization of the electric power supply bureaucracy. PHCN will be privatized to make it an efficient, reliable power supplier to save the nation millions of Naira spent by industrial, commercial and domestic energy consumers to minimize the effects of erratic power supply through the purchase of generators and alternative power supply measures.

We shall pursue the development of nuclear power for peaceful purposes.

CHAPTER 10

HOUSING AND ENVIRONMENT
"Agitation for the guarantee of the individual's human rights should be complemented with human responsibilities. It is the absence of this complementary role that has impeded our national growth and development."
...Orji UzorKalu.
O

ur housing policy had the main objective of re​establishing one of the cardinal responsibilities of government which is the welfare of the people.

Even in the face of the global emphasis on private initiative, we recognize that government has a responsibility to protect the weaker segments of the society from the worst excesses of the triumph of market forces.

No where in the world had any government abandoned its poor citizens to the mercy of the elements under guise of privatization and commercialization. The provision of housing for the poor and needy especially in urban areas has remained the responsibility of government no matter how rightward their inclination. In recognition of this, our Party's federal government will review the national housing policy with a view to making housing accessible to the poor. While we shall continue to give support and protection to private investments in the areas of mortgage banking and estate development, government will develop large housing estates in the most densely populated urban centers to cater for the needs of the truly indigent.

In addition, as deliberate measures to reduce the cost of building material, our government shall, immediately on assuming power remove duties on all items of building materials as well as grant a reasonable tax and credit incentives to investors engaged in the production of basic building material such as roofing sheets, cement, wood products, sanitary ware, etc. 

10.1 Environment
The protection and improvement of the quality of the Nigerian environment is one of the major policy objectives of our Party. In addition to strengthening the activities of the Federal Environmental Protection Agency (FEPA), we shall insist on the observance of strict environment protection measures in industry especially the oil industry.

The quality of our environment especially in the urban centers is deplorable. As part of our urban renewal scheme, we shall insist on modern waste disposal measures, drainage system as well as reintroduce the system of weekly sanitation visits by combined teams of officials of the Ministry of Health and FEPA.

Chapter 11

FOREIGN POLICY
"The Sovereignty of Nigeria overrides any other sectional interest and we must fight to defend this sovereignty and remain as one"
...Orji UzorKalu.
A
frica will be made the centre-point of our foreign policy and we shall show more responsibility in our international engagements by respecting all the multilateral and bilateral agreements with other nations.

Under our government, Nigeria's foreign policy will take as its point of departure the well known fact that Nigeria is the most important black nation in the world today by virtue of our demography and historical importance.

Based on these convictions, our government shall overhaul the foreign policy institutions and instruments of the nation with a view to achieving the following objectives:

· A rigorous definition of Nigeria's national interest based on domestic realities.

· A clear and far-sighted definition of our foreign policy objectives in a manner that they can be supported by the domestic economic reality.

· Promotion of stability and economic prosperity in the West African sub-region within the context of a stronger, more cohesive ECOWAS; Economic co​operation among African states within the context of the African Economic Community.

· Collaborating with significant African nations like Egypt, South Africa, Kenya etc. to ensure that African perspective is taken into greater consideration in decisions that concern our part of the world; and the protection of the person and interests of all Nigerians wherever they may be in the world because our diplomatic engagement will be on the basis of mutual respect for the rights of citizen of Nigeria wherever they domicile.

Toward the realization of these objectives, our government shall take a number of measures:

Within the first three months of coming into office, we shall undertake a comprehensive census of all Nigerians living outside our borders with a view to keeping an accurate record of our nationals all over the world for both statistical and policy action purposes. We shall move quickly in concert with other nations in the sub-region to ensure the ratification of all outstanding protocols in the ECOWAS treaty.

We shall pursue a quick and lasting resolution of all outstanding disputes, African permanent membership at the UN Security Council with the right of vote;

We shall participate more actively in purposeful dialogue between UN member states, aimed at ensuring:

· Respect for political independence and territorial integrity of all States;

· Respect for fundamental human rights;

· Promotion of international peace and security as well as measures aimed at reducing world tensions;

· Reunification of all divided lands through peaceful negotiations;

· General and complete disarmament; and 

· The strengthening of UN agencies concerned with multilateral economic aid and equitable trade terms.
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